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It is with great sorrow that I report the passing of Jim Rabbit. Jim died of a heart attack in the afternoon of
May 19th. Jim was a long time member of the CJPMC and was an avid, nay, prolific modeler.
Jim, Trevor and I went on many adventures together, military flea marts, museums and re enactments.
Two that stands out was our trip to the U.S.S. New York during its open house and the trip to the SNL studio in
the NBC building in Manhattan. If it weren’t for Jim I wouldn’t have done most, if any at all, of these trips.
Thanks buddy.

Jim’s Obituary;
James J. Rabbitt, Jr.
Green Spring, WV - James J. Rabbitt, Jr., age 62 of Green Spring, WV (formerly
of New Egypt and Jackson, NJ) died suddenly and unexpectedly at home on May
19, 2021.
James was preceded in death by his father, James J. Rabbitt, Sr. He is survived
by his loving wife of 38 years, Jill, (2) daughters; Raeanna of Madrid, Spain and
Nadine (husband Keith) Uricks of Medford, NJ. His son, Jesse of Las Vegas, NV,
his mother, Barbara of Whiting, NJ, (2) sisters; Michele of Onancock, VA and
Joyce of Brown Mills, NJ, grandson, Knox Uricks and (3) nephews; John, Ben
and Hunter. (3) brothers-in-law; George and Dan Horton and Troy Dockery, (1)
sister-in-law, Stacey Dockery.
James was born in Plainfield, NJ on April 25, 1959 and graduated from Jackson
Memorial High School with the class of 1977 and Trenton State College with the
class of 1982. He was a member of the Central Jersey Plastic Modelers club and
enjoyed most anything to do with old cars. James enjoyed cruising around in his
1969 GTO convertible and had a love for all old cars. He was an avid fan of the
New York Mets and Giants (and whichever team was playing against The
Cowboys) and followed the West Virginia Mountaineers and was the proud father
of two alumni. James also had a passion for the military and it's history and
enjoyed reenactments of WWII.
A memorial gathering will be held on Wednesday, May 26, 2021 from 4 PM to 6 PM at Pleasant Grove United
Methodist Church, 124 E. Pleasant Grove Rd., Jackson, NJ 08527.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in James memory to; Project, PO Box 758517, Topeka, KS
66675-8517
Inquiries may be directed to Shaffer Funeral Home, 304-822-3511
To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit
our Sympathy Store.
Published in Asbury Park Press from May 22 to May 24,
2021.

Jim’s memorial May 26. It was held at a tiny church in
Jackson. The place was packed. Aliya and I made the
photo backdrop shown above. It includes many of the trips
that we all went on with Jim.
Jill had Jim’s ashes put in the model box.
Many people got up and told stories about Jim. His son
Jessie stated historical facts along with his talk.

John Paller
For those of you who knew John Paller I’m sad to report that John passed away this April.
His obit is below. He was our oldest member of the CJPMC. He was a wealth of information. All one had to do
was to hang around him and you would learn a thing or two about aviation. John was also a talented model
builder. He built up until the end, albeit a bit slower as time passed.

Here’s Don and John at one of our meetings. Don had a decal sheet made up of John’s
F-47 that John flew in the late 40’s.

John A. Paller
January 7, 1923 - April 15, 2021
John A. Paller, a distinguished and decorated WWII pilot, one of the last
remaining WWII pilots that battled the Axis over Europe, and the last
member of his B-24 bomber crew of the 491st Bombardment Group of
the Eighth Air Force, awarded France's highest honor for military service
- the Legion of Honor Medal- and a U.S. Air Force 22-year veteran, died
at home in Flemington on April 15th. The cause was heart failure. He
was 98 years old.
A native of the Chambersburg section of Trenton, NJ, John was the son
of the late John and Mary Petro Paller. He enlisted at 19 in the U.S. Army
Air Corps to fly. During WWII, John piloted 35 combat missions over
Germany and France. He rose to the rank of first lieutenant during WWII
and was awarded over a dozen medals for "valor and bravery" exhibited

during the war. Recently the NJ Legislature honored him for his WWII service.
On February 11, 2020, John was honored by the Consulate General of France acknowledging his piloting of 35
combat missions in a B-24 Liberator Bomber to liberate France. In a public ceremony, he was awarded the
prestigious Legion of Honor Medal, the highest distinction of military service that can be conferred by the
French people.
His passion in life was flying and after completing Trenton High School, took the initiative to learn flying at a
local flight school in exchange for work. After WWII, he flew for the Air Force being stationed in the Philippines
(Clark AFB), South Carolina (Charleston AFB) and McGuire AFB, NJ (MATS). He retired as a Lt. Colonel from
the Air Force and moved to Harbourton, NJ with his four children and first wife, Barbara Stache Paller. He
reforested three acres of farmland, built and designed a new house and embarked on building hundreds of
miniature models of airplanes, trains, and cars - another passion that continued until his death. He phased into
civilian life full force becoming a general manager for Congoleum Industries in Hamilton, N.J.
Twenty years ago, John started an entirely new life by marrying his second wife, Diana Mack Paller, and
moving to Raritan Township. His passion for flying never abated, meeting weekly with a dedicated group of
pilots at Sky Manor Airport in Pittstown. His obsession with miniature model-building grew, he fostered the
threatened local bluebird population by building bluebird houses and recording the nesting outcomes. John
was active in the Sergeantsville VFW Memorial Post 8390 and St. Magdalen's Roman Catholic Church in
Flemington among other organizations.
In addition to his parents, John was predeceased by his sister, Mary Lewis. Surviving John are his wife, Diana
(Mack), children John Jr. (Chip), David, Virginia (Ginny) Dean, Thomas, and stepchildren Richard Pappalardo,
Lori Pappalardo and David Pappalardo. Grandchildren Dain, Jennifer, Richard, Megan and 11 greatgrandchildren.
Calling hours will be 9 -11 a.m. on Tuesday, April 20 at the Holcombe-Fisher Funeral Home, 147 Main St,
Flemington, NJ 08822. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11:30 a.m. at St. Magdalen Church, 105 Mine
St. Flemington. Burial is to follow at the St. Magdalen Cemetery in Flemington.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations in John's name be made either to the Sergeantsville Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Memorial Post 8390, 29 Ferry Road, Stockton, NJ 08559 or to The Right to Life, 242
Old New Brunswick Rd., #340, Piscataway, NJ 08854.
For further information or to leave an online condolence, please visit www.holcombefisher.com.
Holcombe-Fisher Funeral Home
147 Main St.
Flemington, NJ 08822
(908) 782-4343

John

John’s models never made it into the newsletter so I took the opportunity to photograph a few of his builds that
I saw while at his home. Above is the last model John was working on, the Revell 1/48 Stearman.

The bi plane is an early wood carving, his first model perhaps?

Two I.D. models that John painted while in the Air Force.
Both the B-17 and B-24 were painted with paints from the base depot.

Finished as the 491st B.G. formation plane.

John is back row center.

John’s A-2 Flight Jacket from his B-24 days. It’s in great shape and I would love to have it.
I’m working on it.

John with an AT-6, this had to be taken after the war, perhaps in Korea. Notice red ling on the stars and bars
on the other T-6.

Models on Parade

Alan – Revell 1/48 Phantom FGR.2

The jet nozzles were painted semi gloss black then a spray can of silver paint then a wash of leather brown the
same with under belly by nozzles. By tail and on fins dark iron stripe on tail fin dark iron and leather brown mix

Bob B. – Kittyhawk 1/32 UH-60M. The yellow strip denotes this Blackhawk operates along the Korean DMZ.
They are called “Bumblebee” Blackhawks.

Bob’s adding tons of extra detail.

Bob’s newest book is out. He has a limited number for $25.00.

2021 Show Dates
Euro Model Expo, online, June 5th at 7:00 am EDT.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCV1MezN2Xht3JfrWhH-BF3Q
This will probably be in German, hey! It’s coming from Germany!
WWII Weekend – Still holding at June 4, 5 ,6
http://www.maam.org/maamwwii.html
MosquitoCon – Still holding at July 31.
http://njipms.org/?page_id=335
U.S.S. New Jersey Model Show
Still holding at August 7th
10am to 3pm.

A note of the show’s organizer; we’re putting a limit of 3 models per entrant for this year's show. We know
people probably have a lot of builds they want to show off, given the show hiatus, but we need to be careful we
don't overwhelm the judging crew. So pick your favorite 3 models and bring them along.
I for one am REALLY looking forward to seeing everybody in person again...which shows what little sanity I
have left

John’s Corner
Well that’s enough for now. I’m still looking to August to start up the in person meetings along with our annual
cookout. I’m already prepared, I bought all of the food last year, ya think it’s still okay?! Ha!
Here’s hoping the rest of the year is better than the last few weeks.

